PERRY CHAMBER ~ &¢ PERRY
k4" ECONOMIC
P DEVELOPMENT

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Perry Economic Recovery Task Force

Lynsi Pasutti | Executive Director, Perry Chamber of Commerce
(515) 465-4601 | lynsi.pasutti@perryia.org

Mark Powell | Director, Perry Chamber of Commerce Foundation
(515) 465-4641 | mpowell@fdplawfirm.com

Matt McDevitt | Community Pillar Chair, Perry Economic Development
(515) 465-3521 | mmcdevitt@raccoonvalleybank.com

Sven Peterson |City Administrator, City of Perry
(515) 465-2481 | sven.peterson@perryia.org

Perry Economic Recovery Task Force Extends Deadline for Grant Program
Business Modernization & Protection Grant Application Deadline Now November 18th

Perry, November 2, 2020 — Perry’s Economic Recovery Task Force — a collaborative effort between the City of
Perry, Perry Economic Development, and the Perry Chamber of Commerce — have extended the application
deadline for the Business Modernization & Protection Grant to Wednesday, November 18" at 5 P.M. The grant
fund is a continuation of local business relief efforts, providing an opportunity for businesses to invest in
improvements they otherwise would not be able to, having been adversely affected by the economic disruption
caused by the COVID-19 global pandemic.

“Mandated closures, adjustments to operations, and weakened consumer confidence have impacted local
businesses and therefore our local economy,” states Matt McDevitt, Board Member of Perry Economic
Development. “Businesses best able to weather the storm were those with technology already in place that
allowed them to pivot their operations and offerings to better suit the needs and preferences of their
customers. It is increasingly apparent that businesses must continue to evolve and modernize in order to
survive, yet may need assistance to do so.”

The purpose of the Business Modernization & Protection Grant is to assist Perry-based for-profit businesses in
becoming more resilient to unexpected economic disruptions, exemplified by the current COVID-19 global
pandemic. Proposed projects may include updating systems or modernizing operations, such as website
upgrades and e-commerce capabilities, automated inventory management and advanced communications
systems, or implementing protective measures to safeguard against the spread of the virus.

“State and Federal relief programs have primarily focused on profit loss during closure, but little to no assistance
has been available for adapting to new norms,” explains Lynsi Pasutti, Executive Director of the Perry Chamber
of Commerce. “This is an opportunity to help businesses recover by becoming better-positioned for the future.”



Previously October 31%, the grant application deadline has been extended to Wednesday, November 18, 2020 at
5:00 P.M.,, to be delivered digitally or physically to the Perry Chamber of Commerce. Grant requests should be
$1,500 - $7,500 with at least 20% matching funds. Eligible expenses may include projects or systems already
implemented before the application deadline or grant award, so long as incurred after March 1, 2020.
Applicants will be notified of awarded grants on Friday, January 4, 2021.

Total funding currently available for the grant program is now $43,000, after a recent contribution of $7,000 by
the Bock Family Foundation. The City of Perry, Perry Economic Development, and the Perry Chamber of
Commerce each contributed funds to initially develop the grant fund. Fundraising efforts will continue through
the end of the year, as applications are expected to exceed available funding.

Additional information and application form for the Business Modernization & Protection Grant is available
online https://www.perryia.org/business-modernization-grant.html. Questions and requests for emailed
information can be directed to the Perry Chamber of Commerce at (515)465-4601 or Lynsi.Pasutti@PerrylA.org.
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About the Perry Chamber of Commerce & Foundation

The Perry Chamber of Commerce is a 501(c)6 non-profit organization that serves as the central business
association in Perry, lowa, with the mission to be an advocate to its membership by promoting and encouraging
growth in the community, business, and tourism.

The Perry Chamber of Commerce Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)3 charitable non-profit organization formed to
support the Perry Chamber of Commerce in create a thriving, vibrant, and attractive community with diverse
businesses and a self-sustaining economy.
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