Welcome to the City of Perry

Guidelines, Information and Ordinances from City Hall

Airport

· The Perry Municipal Airport is located west of Perry on Highway 141.
· The Perry Municipal Airport is a full service facility.
· For information, call 465-3970.
Animals 

· Animals are prohibited from running at large within the city limits.

· Animals found at large shall be seized and impounded at the Animal Control Center, 14323 Ivy Place.  Please call 465-4092 to report missing animals.  Impounding and boarding fees may be charged.

· Persons may not keep bothersome animals within the city limits, including bees, cattle, donkeys, mules, horses, swine, sheep, goats, fowl and geese.
· Persons may not keep dangerous animals within the city limits, including lions, tigers, jaguars, leopards, cougars, lynx, cheetah, and bobcats; wolves, coyotes and foxes; badgers, wolverines, weasels, skunks and ferrets; raccoons; bears; monkeys and chimpanzees; alligators and crocodiles; scorpions; snakes that are venomous or constrictors; gila monsters; and any cross breed of such animals which have similar characteristics of the animals specified.
· Cats and dogs are required to be licensed at City Hall.  The fee is $5.00 for neutered and spayed animals and $20.00 for non-neutered and non-spayed animals.  License renewal is September 1st.  Owners must provide proof of rabies vaccination and neutering and/or spaying.  There is a penalty for non-registration.
· The City of Perry has an ordinance regarding vicious dogs.  Vicious dogs consist of the following:  Bull Terrier, Staffordshire Bull Terrier, American Pit Bull Terrier, American Staffordshire Terrier, Pit Bull dogs or Pit Bull Terriers, Rottweillers, or any dog which has the appearance and characteristics of the breeds listed above or a combination of the breeds listed above.  If you own one of these dogs, please contact City Hall at 465-2481 for a copy of the regulations.
Bicycles

· Bicycles are required to be licensed in the City of Perry.  The license lasts for a duration of five (5) years.  
· Bicycles must be registered at the Perry Police Department, 908 Willis Avenue. Whenever there is a change in ownership, the new owner must show proof of ownership at the Police Department and the registration will be changed accordingly.
· Double riding is restricted unless the bicycle is designed and equipped to carry more than one person.
· Riding bicycles, skateboards or in-line skates are not allowed on the sidewalk within the Business District.
· Bicycles in use at nighttime need to be equipped with a lamp on the front that emits a white light visible from a distance of at least 300 feet and a lamp on the rear that emits a red light visible from a distance of at least 300 feet, except when a red reflector is used on the rear that is visible from all distances from 50 feet to 300 feet to the rear when directly in front of the headlights of a motor vehicle.
Building Permits

· Building permits are required for new structures, additions to existing buildings, garages, garage additions, accessory buildings, sheds, patios, decks, fences, signs, pools, hot tubs/spas, driveways and sidewalks.
· Demolition permits are required for removal of structures.
· Please call the City of Perry Building Official at 465-4100 if you have any questions.  The Building Official’s office is located on the lower level of the Security Bank Building, 1102 Willis Avenue.
Cemetery Information

· Violet Hill Cemetery is located at 8th and Park Streets.

· Please contact City Hall at 465-2481 or the cemetery office at 465-2755 if you would like information on purchasing a lot or a space.  One lot consists of 5 spaces.

· Driving on the grass is prohibited.

· All persons are prohibited from bringing pets to the cemetery.

· All persons are prohibited from entering the cemetery after 9:00 p.m. and before daylight except when attending funerals.

· City Hall has records showing the ownership of each and every lot sold.  If you have any questions, please call 465-2481.

City Council Meetings

· The City Council consists of the Mayor and 5 council members.  One elected from each Ward 1, 2, and 3 and two elected at-large.
· The City Council meets the 1st and 3rd Mondays at 6:00 p.m. in the Clarion Room of the Security Bank Building, 1102 Willis Avenue.  In the event of a holiday, the public will be notified of the change of date or time.
· Council meetings are broadcast live and rebroadcast on PEGASUS local cable channel 12.
· Items to be included on the agenda for a City Council meeting must be filed with the City Clerk by 4:00 p.m. on the Wednesday preceding the council meeting.
· Please call City Hall at 465-2481 if you have any questions regarding the City Council meeting, City Council members, or the ward boundaries.
Curfew

· The City of Perry enforces a curfew ordinance for minors, any person under the age of 18.
· Curfew hours are in effect from 11:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday and from 12:00 a.m. (midnight) to 5:00 a.m. Friday and Saturday.
· Exceptions are minors accompanied by parent or guardian; on an errand at the direction of parent or guardian; in a motor vehicle engaged in interstate travel; engaged in an employment activity, or going to or returning from an employment activity, without any detour or stop; involved in an emergency; on the sidewalk abutting the minor’s residence or next-door neighbor’s residence providing the neighbor did not complain to the police department; attending an official school, religious or other recreational activity supervised by adults or sponsored by the City, a civic organization or other similar entity that takes responsibility for the minor or going to or returning home from such activity; exercising First Amendment rights protected by the United States Constitution; and minors that are married or had been married.
· Penalties for the responsible adult and the minor include warnings for the first violation and municipal infractions for the second violation.
Fire Department

· The Perry Fire Department is a volunteer organization with a chief, 6 officers, and firefighters.
· For information on becoming a volunteer firefighter, please call 465-4285 and leave a message.
Garbage

· All residents of Perry are required to place all garbage and refuse in bags for collection.  DO NOT put bags in any type of can or container.

· Bags must weigh less than forty (40) pounds each.

· Bags must be between 8 gallon and 35 gallon size.

· No special bag is required.  Heavy duty bags are preferred.

· Only four (4) bags will be allowed per residence per week. Special stickers will be required for each additional bag after the four (4) bag limit.  The stickers will cost $2.50 per bag.

· Stickers will be available for purchase at City Hall, the McCreary Community Center and the Water Works Office.

· Bags must be placed at the front street curb of the residence.  Bags may not be placed at the curb for more than twenty-four (24) hours in advance of pickup.

· Garbage collection will begin at 7:00 a.m.  Please have bags placed at the curb prior to pickup.
· Persons wishing to dispose of bulky items, furniture, electronic waste and appliances will need to purchase a special sticker from City Hall – 1102 Willis Avenue – 3rd Floor.  Please call for prices.

· All yard waste must be separated from all other garbage and refuse.  See Yard Waste section for more details.
· Dumpsters may be rented for extra garbage pickups by calling City Hall at 465-2481.
· Please call City Hall at 465-2481 if you have any questions.

Grass and Weeds

· Grass, weeds or brush shall be cut, mowed and maintained so as not to exceed 6 inches in developed residential areas, 8 inches in undeveloped residential areas, 6 inches in business and industrial areas and 15 inches in agricultural areas.
· If the grass is not mowed, the City will mow the grass and assess the cost to the property owner.
· It is unlawful to place any grass and yard trimmings in the street.
Landfill

· The Metro Park West Landfill is open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday and 8:00 a.m. to noon on Saturday.  Please call 436-8252 if you have any questions.  Maps are available at City Hall.
Library

· The Perry Public Library is located at 1101 Willis Avenue.
· Besides over 50,000 volumes for adults and children, the Perry Public Library also loans DVD’s, videos, cassette tapes, CDs and art prints.  A fax machine and copier are available for public use.  The Perry Public Library also offers free Internet service.
· Please call 465-3569 for hours and information.
Municipal Infractions

· A violation of the Code of Ordinances is a municipal infraction.
· The penalties for first offense shall not exceed $500.  Each repeat offense shall not exceed $750.
· Special penalties include noncompliance by an industrial user and environmental classified violations.
Open Burning

· Open burning of yard waste is allowed only on dates set by the Perry City Council.
· In open burning seasons, yardwaste may only be burned at the rear of the property during times set by the Perry City Council.  Open burning must be supervised at all times.
Parks and Recreation

· Alcoholic beverages are not to be consumed on any public property, this includes all City of Perry parks.  A special permit may be issued by the Park and Recreation Commission to allow beer and wine at special events.  Please contact the McCreary Community Center at 465-5621 for more details.
· The City of Perry has three parks.  Pattee Park, West 3rd and Willis Avenue, has three shelters, playground equipment, a skateboard park, restrooms, a bandshell, tennis courts, horseshoe pits, a horse arena, sand volleyball court and baseball/softball diamonds.  Perkins/Hiawatha Park, West 5th and Dewey Avenue, has playground equipment, a practice field and a soccer field.  Wiese Park, located at the McCreary Community Building, has shelters, restrooms, playground equipment, a lighted 2-mile walking/jogging trail, lighted regulation basketball court, a disc golf course and a gazebo.
· Shelters may be reserved by calling the McCreary Community Building at 465-5621.
· No person, except those camping in designated areas, shall enter or remain within any park between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.
· Any person who wishes to camp in any city park must register with the Perry Police Department at 465-4636.
· There is a $10 per night charge for camping at Pattee Park and there is a 5-day maximum stay. Electricity is available.  A dump station is also available.  The City does not offer individual water hookups in the camping area.
· The McCreary Community Building, 1800 Pattee Street, has an indoor pool, whirlpool, dry air sauna, universal weight room, personal fitness room, locker rentals, senior citizens room, kitchen, theater, gymnasium, racquetball/walleyball courts and many programs for youths and adults.  Please call the Recreation Department at 465-5621 for information on memberships and hours.
Phone Numbers

· Airport, Perry Municipal


465-3970
· Building Official/Compliance


465-4100
· City Hall





465-2481

· City Hall Fax




465-4862

· Emergency




911

· Fire Department



465-4285

· Garbage Questions



465-2481

· McCreary Comm. Building, Rec. Dept.
465-5621

· Police Department



465-4636

· Public Library




465-3569

· Recycle Department



465-3092

· Street Department



465-2675

· Utilities

Alliant Energy (Electric)


1-800-822-4348

Iowa Telecom (Telephone)

1-877-786-4692

Mediacom Cable Service


1-800-262-3843

MidAmerican Energy (Gas)

1-888-427-5632

Qwest (Telephone)



1-800-244-1111

· Violet Hill Cemetery



465-2755

· Water Dept. Office



465-2562

· Water Dept. Fax



465-2654

· Water Plant




465-2393

· Waste Treatment/Animal Control

465-4092
Recyclables

· Recyclable materials are picked up once per week from residences.
· Recyclable materials must be placed near the street curb in front of the residence.  Please put your recycle bin out the night before to ensure prompt pick-up.
· Please sort recyclable materials by layers or in plastic grocery bags.
· Recycle bins are available at the Perry Water Department, 1101 West 3rd Street, at a cost of $10.00 each.
· Please note the following list for what will and won’t be picked up:
METAL - FOOD OR BEVERAGE CANS

· Rinse clean



DO NOT crush or flatten







NO aerosol cans







NO paint or chemical containers

GLASS - CLEAR, BROWN, OR GREEN

· Glass is no longer picked up.  Please dispose of glass items in garbage.

PLASTICS - PETE #1 through #7

· Check bottom for #1 through #7
NO bread or other plastic wraps

· Rinse thoroughly



NO anti-freeze bottles or motor oil

      





containers
PLASTIC GROCERY BAGS CAN BE RECYCLED AT HY-VEE ON HWY 141

MIXED PAPER

· Junk mail, magazines, catalogs

NO paper products with food waste
or oil 
· 12 Pack Boxes – Flattened

stains

· Typing or computer paper

NO pizza boxes    
· Boxboard boxes such as cereal,

NO fast food boxes

     tissue or shoe boxes - flatten



· Tubes from toilet paper, paper towels
NO corrugated cardboard

     
      

· Greeting cards & wrapping paper

(May be taken to dumpster at 908 Willis)

NEWSPAPER

· Newsprint only - separate from

NO styrofoam

     other paper

· Include slick or shiny ads

· Bundle or bag

Sewers

· No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any storm water, surface water, groundwater, roof run-off, sub-surface drainage, uncontaminated cooling water or unpolluted industrial process waters to any sanitary sewer.  Storm waters and all other unpolluted drainage shall be discharged to specifically designated sewers such as storm sewers or combined sewers.
· The following shall not be placed in any public sewer:  flammable or explosive materials; toxic or poisonous materials; corrosive wastes; and solid or viscous substances, such as ashes, sand, mud, grass, leaves, metal, glass, rags, feathers, tar, plastics, wood, whole blood, hair, entrails, grease, oil, etc.
Snow Parking Ordinance
· No person shall park, abandon or leave unattended any vehicle on any public street, alley or City-owned off-street parking area during a snow emergency unless the snow has been removed or plowed from such street, alley or parking area AND the snow has ceased to fall.  A snow emergency shall be defined as any accumulation of snow in the amount of one-half inch, or any amount in excess thereof.  A snow emergency parking ban shall continue from its inception through the duration of the snow or ice storm and the forty-eight (48) hour time period after cessation of the storm except as above provided upon streets, which have been fully opened.
Snow Removal

· It is unlawful for any person to throw, push or place any snow or ice from private property, sidewalks or driveways onto the street or alley.
· If a property owner does not remove snow, ice and accumulations from the sidewalk in 48 hours, (the business district is 12 hours), the City may do so and assess the costs against the property owner.
Streets and Sidewalks

· It is unlawful for any person to throw or deposit on the street or alley any glass, nails, tacks, trash, garbage, leaves, grass, yardwaste or any other debris that could injure any person, animal or vehicle, or which, if washed down the storm sewer, could clog the storm sewer.  The Police Department and Public Works Department will monitor and enforce this regulation.
· No person shall burn any trash, leaves, rubbish or any other combustible material in any curb or gutter or any paved or surfaced street, alley or sidewalk.
· It is the responsibility of the property owner to repair and replace all broken or defective sidewalks and to maintain the sidewalk in a safe and hazard free condition.
· A permit is required for removal, reconstruction or installation of sidewalks.  Please call the Building Official at 465-4100.
Trees

· Please check with the Building Official at 465-4100 before planting or removing any tree in the parking, which is between the sidewalk and street.
· The owner of the property has the duty to trim the trees in the parking that overhang the street to allow free passage of pedestrians and vehicles and so they will not obstruct or shade the street lights, the vision of traffic signs or the view of any street intersection.  All branches must be 13 feet above the street and 9 feet above the sidewalk.  If the property owner fails to trim the trees, the City may serve notice on the property owner requiring that action is taken within 20 days.  If no action is taken, the City may perform the required action and assess the costs against the property.
· If a tree located on the parking is found to be diseased or damaged, the City has the authority to require the property owner to remove the tree. The City may also order the removal of any trees on the parking which may interfere with the making of improvements or with travel.
· Contractors must have proof of liability insurance registered at City Hall in order to fell or trim a tree.  In order to protect life and property, it is advisable to City Hall at 465-2481 before a tree is felled or large branches are trimmed.
Water Works

· The Perry Water Works Administration Building is located at 1101 West 3rd Street.  The Perry Water Plant is located at the corner of West 4th and Warford Streets.
· The Perry Water Works bills monthly for the water and sewer usage, sewer rental, storm discharge and garbage service fee.  
· A $120.00 deposit is required which includes all city services.  This deposit is returned to the customer after a year of good service with no late fees and is credited to the account.  If services are no longer needed in the City of Perry, customers are asked to contact the Perry Water Office to disconnect services.  After the meter read, a final bill will be rendered for the amount due, minus the deposit if it has not yet been returned. 
· The Perry Water Works reserves the right to discontinue service for active accounts that have not been paid by the date on the delinquent notice and have not made a payment or have just made minimum payments but are 90 days in arrears.  A monthly delinquent notice will be sent to all tenants and property owners where applicable.
· The Perry Water Works offers automatic bill pay.  Customers will receive a monthly bill with the wording “To be paid by the bank”.  The bill we be deducted from the customer’s bank account on the 20th of the month.
· The Perry Water Board of Trustees meets on the second Monday of each month at 3:00 p.m. at the Water Works Administration Building, 1101 West 3rd Street.  The public is welcome to attend.
· Copies of the Annual Drinking Water Quality Report are available at the Water Works Administration Building.
· A tapping permit is required for all water service connections to the Perry water system.  Please call 465-2562 for more information regarding fees, connections and specifications.
· Every service must have a curb box and shut-off for controlling the supply of water.  No one except an employee or person specifically authorized by the Perry Water Department may turn on or off water at the outside shut-off or stop box.  The curb box and shut-off must be kept in operable condition by the owner of the property.  If the curb box or shut-off needs repair, the Perry Water Department has the right to clean or repair it without giving notice and charge the cost to the owner of the property.
· Neither the City of Perry nor the Water Works Trustees shall be held responsible for any damages caused by the breaking of any service pipe, water main or fire hydrant.
· The Perry Water Works Trustees reserves the right at any time, when necessary, without notice, to shut the water off for the purpose of making repairs or extensions or for other purposes. 
Yard waste Pickup

· The Perry City Council approves the yardwaste pickup dates each year.
· Yard waste is currently picked up from Spring until Fall on Wednesdays.  Routes alternate between residents north and south of Willis Avenue.  Please call 465-2481 for your yardwaste pickup schedule.
· Yardwaste materials must be placed near the street curb in front of the residence.  Please put your yardwaste out the night before to ensure prompt pick-up.
· All yard waste except tree, bush and brush material are to be placed in paper yard waste bags with a maximum weight of 40 pounds.  Containers or plastic bags will not be picked up.
· All tree, bush and brush material are to be bundled and tied in maximum lengths of 4 feet with a maximum weight of 40 pounds.
